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2018 Maple River AAA Award Winners 
Announced 

The Maple River AAA Foundation would like to congratulate 
the 2018 Maple River AAA Award Winners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payton Berkner and Ethan Sindelir 

Payton and Ethan were chosen as this year’s recipients based 
on their excellence in Arts, Academics, and Athletics. 

Dan Anderson Jeff Annis Devin Drager Dusty Drager Karen Fox Noah Germo 

Dawn Hengel Jodi Maas Sarah McGregor Jenny Simon Ted Simon  

 

Maple River AAA Hall of Fame Class of 2018 

The Maple River AAA Foundation announced the Maple River AAA Hall of Fame Class of 2018. The 
AAA Hall of Fame was created to give special recognition to people who have made significant 
contributions to Maple River Schools in the area of Academics, Arts, or Athletics. Each year a 
selection committee will review submissions and choose 
those individuals who they feel best represents Maple River 
Excellence. A display case has been created at the high 
school to honor these individuals. The 2018 Hall of Fame 
Class will be formerly inducted on Friday, September 28, 
2018.  

Anyone or any association can make nominations for the 
Hall of Fame. The application can be found on the AAA 
Foundation page under the Organizations tab on the Maple 
River Schools Website https://www.isd2135.k12.mn.us 

Class of 2018 

Jessica Anderson 

Ceal Caldwell 

Sherryl Wolff 

Dave and Kathy Byram 
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How Does the AAA Foundation 
Manage the Funds They Receive? 

The Maple River AAA Foundation uses your 
contributions for two specific purposes. A 
portion of contributions will go towards 
current year grants to support the Maple 
River School District. Teachers and students 
immediately see the benefits of these funds. 
Just as important is what we do with the 
remaining fund, which is invested and 
managed by the Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation (SMIF). On an annual basis, the 
AAA Foundation is able to use 5% of the 
endowment fund for grants to our school. 
With your help, we will be able to create a 
fund that will be used to benefit our district 
for many years to come. 

 

 

AAA Foundation General Information 

What is the AAA Foundation? 

The Maple River Academics, Arts, and 
Athletics Foundation was organized in 2000 
and is a Designated Fund of the Southern 
Minnesota Initiative Foundation. Its mission is 
to provide privately funded educational 
grants for the students of Maple River.  

 

Why Do We Need a Foundation? 

The increase in student participation in the 
curricular, co-curricular, and extra-curricular 
activities will continue to put financial strain 
on the district budget. It is encouraging to 
see more students take advantage of these 
opportunities, and it is important to stay 
competitive on the state and local levels, 
while keeping in mind that student 
participation and development is the number 
one goal. 
 

Academics 
$97,299  

Athletics 
$17,856  

Arts  
$52,342  

The graph shows the funds that have been distributed 
by the AAA Foundation during the last twelve years. 

Past Funded Projects 

*Breakfast Book Club *Art Education *Reading 
Development *Robotics Kits for High School 
Science *Landscaping Unit for Agriculture 
Department *Video and Media Lab *Band 
Uniforms *Choral Folders *Sound System 
Updates *Batting Cage Equipment *Dr. Dish 
Machine *Activity Fee Reimbursement 

For a complete list of past funded projects, 
visit the AAA Foundation website under the 
Organizations tab on the Maple River Schools 
Website https://www.isd2135.k12.mn.us 

Grants Approved for the 2017-2018 
School Year 

1. $5,000 to Jason Willis for Journalism  
2. $1,000 to the Band for a guest conductor 
3. $1,500 to the Athletic Department for the 

shot clock system 
4. $2,500 to Dusty Drager for the Weight 

Room Project 
5. $330 to Gwen Isaacson for the Reverse 

Osmosis Water System 
6. $2,000 to the Elementary STEAM program 
7. $499 for Mystery Science 
8. $1,000 to Lemmon/Howieson for K Motion 

Stools 
9. $1,625 to Laura Walser for Ready for K 

Camp 
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Maple River High School Journalism 

Article submitted by Jason Willis- Maple River English Department 

Thanks to the generosity of the AAA Foundation, Maple 
River journalism brought the ninth season of Eaglevision 
to Maple River in HD quality. Although classic journalism 
is fairly inexpensive, a weekly news show requires a 
yearly influx of new and replacement technology. With 
journalism filled with up to 25 students in a year, it 
requires that many workstations as well.   

With this year's grant, we were able to replace our 2011 
camcorders with newer HD camcorders. Several of the 
older iMac were retired as well, allowing the older 
machine to be brought to the middle school media lab. 
The new Macs allowed the entire room to be upgraded 
to the newest operating system, which allowed the 
show to be filmed on two cutting edge platforms, Final 
Cut Pro and Adobe Creative Suite. The last investment 
was a portable green screen system that replaced 
painted wood panels that had been used since 2005.  

 

2017 Grant Recipients 

Science Technology Engineering Art Math 
Article Submitted by Brandee Shoemaker- Maple River Elementary STEAM teacher 

 
The STEAM program has been a huge success, thanks in part to the AAA 
grant we received. The funds we received were used to purchase 
materials to build projects, as well as building toys such as Keva Planks, 
Straws & Connectors, Gears, and magnetic blocks. We also purchased a 
few robots that travel through mazes and magnetic marble runs. 
 
The students have had a blast building projects! In K-2, they have built 
bear dens, tents out of paper towels, marble mazes, and made an art 
project out of snow (okay, it really was white glue and shaving cream!). In 
3-5, they have built amazing things in cooperative groups. In third grade, 
students created pinball machines and musical instruments. Fourth 
graders made dream classrooms and balloon powered buses. Fifth graders 
created carnival games and compound machines. The conversations that 
are overheard are incredible and the creativity of our kids is incredible! 

 
 



 

 

 
 Maple River AAA Foundation Spring 2018 

Maple River AAA Foundation 

PO Box 77 

Mapleton, MN 56065 

Postal Customer ECRWSS 

Maple River Instrumental Music 

Article submitted by Rebecca Carpenter- Director of Maple River Schools Instrumental Music 6-12 
 

Beginning in 2005, the MR Instrumental Music program has hosted a guest 
composer/conductor/music educator in our district's band program. This school year we were 
happy to welcome Dr. James Patrick Miller in to work with our 5-12 bands. He worked with our 
students March 13-15, 2018, and worked with each of our bands on pieces he selected. We hosted 
our 14th annual MR District Band Concert on Thursday, March 15, 2018 at 7 PM in the HS Gym, and 
Dr. Miller conducted each of our bands in concert. This event was held to observe "Music in Our 
Schools" month, a national initiative that recognizes the importance of music education in our 
school curriculum. 


